Adapting to

Climate
Change

in Paulatuk

During winter 2010, residents
of Paulatuk began work on
an “Adaptation Action Plan.”
Five workshops on

different topics were held to
brainstorm and discuss ideas
for actions that could help
address the ways climate
change is impacting the
community. Throughout the
next year, we will be focusing
on the highest priority ac-
tions, making detailed plans
for bringing these ideas to
life. This poster is a sample of
some adaptation actions that

came up in the workshops.

Subsistence Hunting
and Fishing

Hunters are noticing different and unpredictable
conditions along regular travel routes — especially
where the route involves travel over ice.

=> [nvest in CB radio or satellite phones so that
hunters can easily report back to the local radio
station about traveling conditions, helping
people plan their routes and prepare for trips.

=> Use a large public map display and erasable to
pen to mark where conditions are unsafe or
different than expected for the time of year.

Bl Culture and

Learning

Many people are concerned that youth do not have
enough opportunities to learn the skills necessary to
travel safely on the land and to cope with changing

& | and unpredictable conditions.

=> Extend land camps to 4-6 weeks and limit trips
back to town for students and instructors.

=> Promote opportunities for youth to earn school
credit while learning the skills to travel and hunt
safely.

Copies of the full report
are available at the

Hamlet office, or online:
arctic-north.com/paulatuk

For more information contact
amanda.caron@arctic-north.com
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Business and
Economy

In some ways, climate change is presenting
challenges for hunting, fishing, and guiding: some
travel routes are less safe or more unpredictable and
new regulations have been put in place. People are
concerned about having too few options for
making a living — especially for youth.

=> Develop eco- or adventure tourism opportuni-

ties to make up for a decrease in sports hunters.

=> Have the Hamlet make a list of local training needs
and priorities each year and seek out funding and
instructors for training to happen in the community.

Health and Well-being

Changing climate conditions are creating new risks for
travelers and even some new hazards in town. Some
people are concerned that nutritious country foods are
less available to some residents and store-bought
replacements are expensive. Adapting as a community
will take strong local organizations and leadership skills.

=> Organize more opportunities for local first aid
and emergency response training.

=> Offer training in healthy eating and budgeting for
people who have to rely mostly on store-bought food.

=> Provide more and better addictions services
locally so community members can be strong
leaders in a time of many changes.

Transportation and
Infrastructure

Thawing permafrost, rising sea levels, and
increased storm activity are posing threats to some
roads and buildings in town.

=> Have shoreline erosion assessed by engineer
and explain options for prevention.

= Revise building codes to require thicker gravel
pads, adjustable pilings, and a longer settling
period for gravel pads.

=> Install snow fencing in strategic locations to
prevent hazardous snow drifts in the roads and
against buildings.




